
 

Exhibit A: COVID-19 Return to School Flowchart 2021-2022 School Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptom-Based Strategy  
May return after: 
• At least 10 days have passed 

since symptoms first 
appeared; AND 

• At least 24 hours with no 
fever without fever-reducing 
medication; AND  

• Symptoms have improved.  
• If the case is severe, the 

person should consult with 
their physician to determine 
when it is safe to return. 

 

Person has 
symptoms of 
COVID-19  

 

 

Tested positive 
for COVID-19 

 Close contact* 
with someone 

with COVID-19 

Note:  This chart is provided for information purposes only.  The IDPH strongly recommends medical evaluation and testing for all persons with 
COVID-like Symptoms.  The School District should notify its local public health department with the name of any student or employee with a 
confirmed COVID-19 test or who is suspected of having COVID-19.  The District should coordinate with the person’s physicians and confirm with 
your local public health department regarding the date the person will be eligible and safe to return to school.      

OR OR 

May return to school after: 
• At least 14 days have passed since last contact with the infected individual. 
• If symptoms develop, follow the first scenario above 
 
Vaccinated individuals and those who have tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 3 months and 
recovered do not need to quarantine if they are asymptomatic 

 

Test-Based Strategy 
May return after: 
• A negative COVID-19 

diagnostic test; AND 
• Symptoms have improved or 

resolved and the criteria to 
return for that illness is met;  

If person tests positive, follow the 
second scenario below for a 
positive test. 
This strategy does not apply when 
the person had close contact with 
someone with COVID-19. 

 
 

Alternative Cause Strategy 
 

May return after: 
• Receive doctor’s note 

diagnosing an alternative  
illness and confirming there 
is no clinical suspicion for 
COVID-19 infection; AND 

• Meet criteria to return for that 
illness.  

 
 
 
 

May return to school after: 
• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared (or positive test); AND 
• At least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication; AND  
• Symptoms have improved (if applicable).  
• If the case is severe, the person should consult with their physician to determine when it is safe to return. 

 

*  “close contact” is defined as within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24 hour period. Close contact does not 
include students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student where both students were engaged in the consistent and correct use of well-fitting face masks 
as long other prevention strategies (such as universal and correct mask use and increased ventilation) were in place. Students required to quarantine will be 
provided remote instruction. 


